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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BREMEN 00076 311135Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 AGRE-00 /033 W 

099512 311157Z/14 

P 311105Z JAN 78 
FM AMCONSUL BREMEN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2515 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL DUESSELDORF PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART PRIORITY 
USMISSION USBERLIN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
USAREUR HEIDELBERG PRIORITY 
RHFRAAB/USAFE RAMSTEIN PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR STUTTGART PRIORITY 

UNCLAS BREMEN 076 

SECSTATE PASS COMMERCE, LABOR, AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB EWWT GW 

SUBJECT: WORK IN THE PORTS CONTINUES DESPITE DOCKWORKERS' 

VOTE REJECTING NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT 

REF: BREMEN 72 

1 . OF THE 90 PERCENT RANK AND F IL E THAT PARTICIPATED IN THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BREMEN 00076 311135Z 

UNION VOTE ON JANUARY 30 (SEE REFTEL) 57.8 PERCENT REJECTED 
THE WAGE SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE OETV AND THE 
ZENTRALVERBAND. THE UNION ANNOUNCED THAT WORK IN THE PORTS 
WILL CONTINUE NEVERTHELESS. HOWEVER, IT CALLED UPON THE 
EMPLOYERS TO TAKE UP NEW NEGOTIATIONS BEFORE MIDNIGHT TODAY, 
JANUARY 31. THE OETV DEMANDS THAT THE AGREEMENT ALSO COVER 
THE MONTH OF JANUARY, THUS GRANTING THE DOCKWORKERS A STRAIGHT 
7 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR. 
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2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH DISSATISFACTION AMONG THE DOCKWORKERS 
BECAME INCREASINGLY EVIDENT LATE IN THE DAY ON IANUARY 30, 

THE NEGATIVE VOTE TOOK BOTH UNION AND EMPLOYERS BY SURPRISE. 
CONSIDERING THE RELATIVELY SMALL ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF MONEY 
INVOLVED IF AGREEMENT AMENDED TO MEET UNION DEMANDS, A NEW 
SETTLEMENT SHOULD BE REACHED SOON. HOWEVER, SHOULD 
ZENTRALVERBAND BE UNWILLING TO YIELD, THE OETV WILL HAVE NO 
OTHER CHOICE BUT TO RESUME THE STOPPAGE. SCHIFFMAN 
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